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RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

AUG 2/7 2008 

THE FOLLOWING IS A LISTING OF THE CURRENTLY PENDING CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently amended) An apparatus for removing-staples a staple from a substrate, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a base member having a front end, a rear end, and a first section near [[the]]said front 
end , said base member further having a substantially flat surface for resting on the 
substrate during removal of the staple ; 

a lever member having a front end, a rear end, and a first section near [[the]]said front 
end, [[the ]]said first section of [Tthell said lever member r[is11 being pivotally attached 
joined to [[thc]]sakl first section of [[the]] said base member; 

a tongue extending from said first section of said base member and parallel to said flat 
surface for wedging under a crossbar of the staple and supporting the substrate during 
removal of the staple moano of wedging und e r the staple oroGsbar ;.and 

means [[of]]for lifting the staple from the substrate using [[the]]a leverage from 
[[the]]said lever member when said lever member is rotated away from said pivotally 
attached to th e base member said lifting means joined to said first section of said lever 
member where [[the]] said lifting means does not extend below the bas e line of the 
remains above said flat surface of said base member during the staple removing 
operation [[;]]. 

moans of supporting and continuing to s upport the substrate throughout the staple 
removing operation with the said base member. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 
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4. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1, further including means [[of]] for 
increasing [[the]]a friction of [[the]]said base member to the substrate. 

5. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 4, wherein [[the]] said friction increasing 
means comprises [[of]] a rubber material attached joined to the under s ide of the said flat 
surface of said b ase member. 

6. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim [[2]]1, w here i n t her e4 s further comprising a 
groove in [[the]] said tongue indicating [[the]]a point where [[a]]the staple can be 
removed. 

7. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim [[2]]i, wherein [[the ]]said tongue extends 
from [[the]]said front end of [[the ]]said base member. 

8. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim [[2]]L further including means [[of|]for 
preventing the staple crossbar from moving beyond [[the]]a point where the staple can be 
removed. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Canceled) 

1 L (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein [[thc]] said staple lifting means 
comprises [[of]] teeth which extend[[s]] from [[the]] said front end of [[the ]]said lever 
member, such that when [[the]] sajd lever member is moved from a first position where 
[[the]]said teeth [[is]]are above [[the]] said tongue of [[the]] said base member, to a 
second position where [[the]] said teeth overlapfs] [[thell said tongue, [[the ]]said teeth 
engagers the] an underside of the staple crossbar and lifts the[[ said]] staple from the 
substrate; additi on ally the front edg e s of th e .said teeth frarell comprising front curved 
edges such that when [[the]] said lever member is moved from [[the ]]said first position to 
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[[the ]]said second position, [[the ]]said front edges of [[the]]said teeth does not extend 
belew thr basefaw ef^ remain ahnve said flat surface of said base member. 

12. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 11, wherein [[the]]said lever member is a 
chambered member such that [[the]]sa]d base member fits inside [[the])said lever 
membe r in said first position . 

13. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 11 , wherein [[the]]said base member is a 
chambered member such that [[ttie]]said lever member fits inside [[the]]said base 
member[[ 3 ]] and further comprising means [[ofj]for providing a gap between [[the ]]outer 
faces of [[the]]said base member and r[the]] inner faces of [[the]]said lever member. 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein [[the]]said gap providing means 
comprises [[of the]]sajd base lever being bent in a manner such that [[the}lsaid base lever 
is wider at the base and narrower at the pivot point. 

1 6. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein [[the]]said tongue of [[the]] 
base member contains grooves to facilitate [[the]]a passage of T[the]]said teeth of 
[[the]]said lever membe r in said sec ond position. 

17. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein t h e w i dt h o f th e b a s e W r- r h 
c hanged at the from lu ngu c d end :u n h th n t th e a width of, said tongue is no wider than the 
less than a distance between [[the]]sgid teet h - of the jaw o d leve r. 

18. (Currently amended) An apparatus for removing-staples a staple from a substrate, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a otopw-^k for driving the stap le into the substrate said stapler comprising a stapler 
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base having a front end, a rear end and a substantially flat surface for resting on the 
substrate; and a staple driving lever having a front end and a rear end, said staple driving 
leyerjiivotally conn e cted to the stapl e driving lever joined to said stapler base , where 
[[the]]sakl rear end of said stapler base and said stapler lever is the staple driving end; 

a means of wedging under the Gtaple crossbar with a tongue extending from | [the]] said 
front end of the said stapler base and substantially parallel to said flat surface for wedging 
under a crossbar of the staple, said tongue supporting the substrate during removal of the 
. sta ple ; and 

a staple lifting means comprises of comprising teeth which extend[[s]] from [[the]] said 
front end of [[the]] said staple driving lever, such that when [[the]]said staple driving 
lever is moved from a first position adjacent to said stapler base where [[the]]said teeth 
[[is]]are above [[the]] said tongue of [[the]]said stapler base, to a second position away 
from said stapler base where (Tthe]1said teeth overlap[[s]] [[theflsaid tongue, [[the]] said 
teeth engagers the]] an underside of the staple crossbar and lifts the[[ said]] staple from 
the substrate ; additionally the J ront edges of [[the]] said teeth [[are]1 being curved such 
that when [[the]]said staple driving lever is moved from [[the ]]said first position to [[the 
]]said second position, [[the ]]said front edges of [[tbe]]said teeth does not extend b e low 
the baseline remain above said flat surface of [[the]]said stapler base| [;]]. 
and means of supporting and continuously supporting the sub s trate throughout the s tapl e 
removing operation with the said stapler base, 

19. (Currently amended) An apparatus for removing-staples a staple from a substrate, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a staplerT^with for driving the staple into the substrate, said stapler comprising a stapler 
base having a front end, a rear end and a substantially flat surface for resting on the 
substrate; and a staple driving lever having a front end and a rear end, said staple driving 
lever pivotally conn e cted to th e stapl e driving lever joined to said stapler base , where 
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[[the]] said rear end of said stapler base and said stapler lever is the staple driving end; 

a tongued membe r attached joined to [[the]]said front end of[[ the]] said stapler base of 
[[the ]]said staple r and parallel to said flat surface ; 

a teethed membe r attached joined to [[the]] said front end of [[the]] sajd staple driving 
lever of [[the ]]said stapler , said teethed member comprising teeth having curved front 
edges ; 

a means of wedging under the staple crossbar with a tongue extending from the front end 
of [ [the ] ]said tongued member for wedging under a crossbar of the staple ; 

a staple lifting means comprises of th e comprising said teethed membe r attached joined 
to [[the]] said front end of [[the ]]said staple driving lever, such that when [[the]]said 
staple driving lever is moved from a first position where [[the]]said teeth member is 
above [[the ]]satd tongue of [[the]]said tongued member, to a second position where 
[[theflsaid- teeth overlap[[s the]] said tongue, [[the ]]said teeth engages [[the]] an 
underside of the staple crossbar and lifts the[[ said]] staple from the substrate? 
additionally the front e dges of th e tooth are curved such that when the staple driving l e ver 
is moved fr om tho said first position to th e s aid second position, the said front edges of 
thn t^ n th Hnon nnt ftvtftnri h ft lnw th e- haseline of the tongued member; , said teeth 
remaining above said flat surface during said lifting of the staple. 
means of supporting and continuously supporting th e substrate throughout the staple 
removing op e ration with the said s tapler base. 

20. (Currently amended) An apparatus for removing-staptes a staple from a substrate, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a staplertrw+th for driving the staple into the substrate, said stapler comprising a stapler 
base having a front end, a rear end and a substantially flat surface for resting on the 
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substrate: and a staple driving lever having a front end a nd a rear end, said staple driving 
lever pivotal ly co nnected to the staple driving l e ver joined to said stapler base , where 
[[the]]said rear end of said stapler base and said stapler lever is the staple driving end; 

a chambered lever member that houses [[the]]said staple driving lever of [[the ]]said 
stapler; 

tt- m e an s of wedging under the staple cros s bar with ' a tongue extending from [[the]] said 
front end of [[the ]]said stapler hase and substantiailv^a rallel to said flat surface for 
wedging under a crossbar of the staple, said tongue su pporting the substrate during 
removal of the staple ; and 

a staple lifting means compri s es of teeth which extend[[s]] from [[the]]said front end of 
[[the ]]said staple driving lever-^mber, such that when[[ the]] staple driving lever 
member is moved from a first position where [[the]]said teeth [[is]]are above [[the ]]said 
tongue of [[thc]] said stapler base memb e r , to a second position where [[the]]said teeth 
overlap[[s the]]said tongue, [[the ]]said teeth engagers the]] an_underside of the staple 
crossbar and lifts theft said]] staple from the substrate ; additionally th e, front edges of 
[[thellsaid teeth [[arcjl being curved such that when [[the]] said staple driving lever 
member is moved from [[the j]said first position to [[the ]]said second position, the said 
front edges of [[the]]said teeth do c s not ext e nd below the bas e line of the base member 
remain above said flat surface ; 

mean s of s u p porting and continuously supporting the s ub s trate throughout the staple 
removing operation with the said stapl e r bas er 

21 . (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein [[the]]said staple lifting means 
comprises [[of ]]teeth which extend[[s]] from [[the]]said front end of [[the ]]said lever 
member, such that when [[the]]said lever member is moved from a first position where v 
[[the]lan upper edge of [[the]]a tip of the said teeth is flush with [[the]]an upper edge of 
[[thc]]said tongue, to a second position where [[the]]said tip of [[the]]said teeth is [[well 
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]]above [[the]]said tongue, [[the ]]said teeth engagers the]]an underside of the staple 
crossbar and lifts the said staple from the substrate ; additionally th e , bottom edges of 
[[the]]said teeth [[arell being curved such that when [[the]]said lever member is moved 
from [[the ]]said first position to [[thellsaid second position, [[the ]]said bottom edges of 
[[tbellsaid teeth docs not extend below the baselino of the remain above said flat surface 
of said base member. 

22. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 21 , including means [[ofJ]for biasing 
[[lhe]]said lever member away from [[the]]said base member into [[the]]said first 



23. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 22, wherein [[the]]said biasing means 
cornprises-[[of|] a spring positioned between the levers said lever member and said base 



24 (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 21 , wherein [[the]]said lever member is a 
chambered member such that [[the]]said base member fits inside [[the]]said lever 



25. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 21 , wherein [[the]]said base member is a 
chambered member such that [[the]] said lever member fits inside [[the]]said base 



26. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 25, wherein [[thc]]said tongue of [[the]]said 
base member contain grooves to facilitate [[thc]]a passage of [[the]]said teeth of 
[[the]] said lever member. 



position. 



member . 



member. 



member. 
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28. (Currently amended) An apparatus for remoying-staples a staple from a substrate, the 
apparatus c omprising: ■ 

a stapler^wtk for driving the staple into the substrate, said stapler comprising a stapler 
base having a front end, a rear end and a substantially flat surface for resting on t he 
substrate: and a staple driving lever having a front end and a r ear end, said staple driving 
lever pivotal ly conn e cted to the staple driving l e ver joined to said stapler base , where 
[[the]]said rear end of said stapier base and said stapler lever is the staple dri ving end; 

a means of wedging under the staple orosobar with a tongue extending from [[thejjsaid 
front end of the said stapler base and substantially parallel to said flat surface for wedging 
under a crossbar of the staple, said tongue supporting the substrate during removal of the 
staple ; and 

a staple lifting mp.ans comprises of comprising teeth which extend[[s]] from [[thejjsaid 
front end of [[the]] said staple driving lever, such that.when [[thejjsaid staple driving 
lever is moved from a first position where [[the]] an upper edge of [[thejja tip of the said 
teeth is flush with [[thejjan upper edge of [[thej jsaid tongue, to a second position where 
[[thellsaid tip of [[the]] said teeth is [[well ]]above [[thejjsaid tongue, [[the ]]said teeth 
engagers the]] anunderside of the staple crossbar and lifts thc[[ said]] staple from the 
substrate ; additionally th e ^bottom edges of [[the]]said,teeth [[arejjbeing curved such that 
when [[the]] said staple driving lever is moved from [[the ]]said first position to 
[[thejjsaid second position, [[the ]]said bottom edges of [[thejjsaid teeth-^ecs not extend 
betew the ba n al ine of th e remain above said flat surface of said stapler base[[;]L . 
m e an s of supporting and continuou s ly supporting th e s ubstrate throughout th e stapl e 
removing operation with the said stapler base. 

29. (Currently amended) An appaYatus for removing staples comprising: 
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a staplerrwth for driving the staple into the substrate, said stap ler comprising a stapler 
base havin g a front end, a rear end and a substantially flat su rface for resting on the 
substrate; and a staple driving lever having a front end a nd a rear end, said staple driving 
lever pivotally connected to the staple driving lover joined to sai d stapler base , where 
[[tbe]]said rear end of said stapler base and said stapler lever is the staple driving end; 

a tongued member-attaehed joinedto rfthe]]sajd front end of[[ the]] said stapler base of 
[[Ihe ]]said stapler and parallel to said flat surface ; 

a teethed member-attaehed joinedto [[the]]said front end of [[the]]said staple driving 
lever of [[the I Jsaid stapler , said teethed member comprising teeth having curved f ront 
edges; 

a- means of wedging under the stapl e crossbar with a tongue extending from the front end 
of [[the ]]said tongued member for wedging under a crossb ar of the staple; and 

a staple lifting means comprises of th e comprising said teethed membe r attached jgined 
to [[the]]sgid fronl end of [[the ]]said staple driving lever, such that when [[the]] said 
• staple driving lever is moved from a first position where [[the]]an upper edge of [[the]]a 
tip of the said teeth is flush with [[the] Jan upper edge of f[the]]said tongue, to a second 
position where [[the]]said tip of [[the]]said teeth is [[well ]]above [fthe]]said tongue, [[the 
]]said teeth engages [[the]]an underside of the staple crossbar and lifts the said staple 
from the substrate ; additionally the , bottom edges of L[the]]said teeth [[are]]being curved 
such that when [[the]]said stapler driving lever is moved from [[the ]]said first position to 
[[the]]said second position, [[the ]]said bottom edges of [[the]]said teeth doos not extend 
k ?low fho hnn n linn nfthr. tnnguod member; remain a b ove said flat surface . 
m e ans of supporting and continuou s ly s upporting the substrate throughout the staple 
removing operation with the said stapler bas e . 
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30. (Currently amended) An apparatus for removing staples comprising: 

a staple r, with for driving the staple into the substrate, said stapler comprising a stapler 
base having a front end, a rear end and a substantially flat surface for resting on the 
substrate; and a staple driving lever having a front end and a rear end, said staple driving 
1gygr_pivota11y connected to the staple driving l e ver joined to said stapler base , where 
[{thc]]said rear end of said stapler base and said stapler lever is the staple driving end; 

a chambered lever member that houses [[the]] said staple driving lever of [[the ]]said 
stapler; 

a m e ans of wedging under the staple cron n bar with a tongue extending from [[theljsaid 
front end of [[the ] Jsaid stapler base and substantially parallel to said flat surface for 
wedging under a crossbar of the staple, said tongue supporting the s ubstrate during 
removal of the staple ; and 

[[the]] staple lifting means comprises of comprising teeth which extend[[s]] from 
[ [the]]said front end of [[the ]]said staple driving lever- member , such that when 
[[thc]] said staple driving lever mem ber is moved from a first position where [[the]] an 
upper edge of [[the Jjsaid teeth is flush with [[the]] anupper edge of [[the]]said tongue, to 
a second position where [[the]]sajd teeth [[is well ]]are_above [[the]]said tongue, [[the 
]]said teeth engagers the]] an underside of the staple crossbar* and lifts the[[ said]] staple 
from the substrate ; additionally th e, bottom edges of [[the]]said teeth [[are]]being curved 
such that when[[ the]] staple driving leve r member is moved from [[the ]]said first 
position to [[thc]]said second position, [[the ]]said bottom edges of [[the]]said teeth-dees 
not extend b^lnw thn hnr^line of the stapler bane: remain above said flat surface, 
moans of support i ng and continuou s ly supporting the substrate throughout the stapl e 
removing operation with the said s tapler base. 

31. (Canceled) 
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32. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim [[31J]30, including means [[of]]fbr biasing 
[[theHs,iid sta ple driving leve r member away from [[the]]said stapler base-member into 
[[the]] said first position. 

33. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 32, wherein [[the]]said biasing means 
comprises a spring positioned hetween4he4eyef ssai<l staple driving lever and said stapler 
base . 

34. (Canceled) 

35. (Canceled) 

36. (Canceled) 

37. (New) An apparatus for removing a staple from a substrate, the apparatus comprising: 

a base member having a front end, a rear end, and a first section near said front end; 

a lever member having a front end, a rear end, and a first section near said front end, said 
first section of the lever member is pivotally attached to said first section of said base 
member; 

means for wedging under the staple crossbar, said wedging means comprising a tongue; 

means for preventing the staple crossbar from moving beyond a point where the staple 
can be removed, said preventing means comprising a flange protruding from a middle of 
said tongue; 

means for lifting the staple from the substrate using leverage from said lever member 
pivotally attached to said base member, where said lifting means does not extend below a 
baseline of said base member .during the staple removing operation; and 
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means for supporting and continuing to support the substrate throughout the staple 
removing operation with said base member. 

38. (New) An apparatus for removing a staple from a substrate, the apparatus comprising: 

base member means for resting on the substrate; 

lever means for joining to said base member means; • 

means for wedging under a crossbar of the staple; and 

means for lifting the staple from the substrate. 
-39. (New) An apparatus for removing a staple from a substrate, the apparatus comprising: 

means for driving the staple into the substrate; 

means for wedging under a crossbar of the staple; and 

means for lifting the staple from the substrate. 
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